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have no knowledge of their aboriginal religion and
mythology, or at least claim they do not, still in their
decorative paintings and carvings the symbols of the
sun-god, of Kukulcan and of Chac-Mool5> as well as
those of various other Mayan deities or mythological
characters, are often represented although in altered
and conventionalized forms.
So long have these Indians been civilised and in
contact with the Spanish-speaking Panamanians^
that they have completely forgotten their own
tongue. A few of the older men and women know
some words of the Mayan dialect, and the meaning of
the Indians' names for places and objects; but the
majority have not the slightest knowledge of their
ancestral dialect.
But the few words obtainable, as well as the names
of localities and natural objects, are enough to prove
the Mayan relationship of the Codes. Thus the
Code name for tree is Jcuah which is precisely the
same as in the Maya tongue, and which gave Guate-
mala its name. The Spaniards, who had no fc in their
language, substituted a g in its place, and, altering
KuaJi to Gua, called the country Guatemala. There
are many other evidences to indicate that the Codes
are of Maya stock, and while the chances are that
they are the descendants of the members of a Mayan
province or colony, there is another possible explana-
tion.
It is not at all beyond the bounds of possibility
that the original inhabitants of Cocle antedated the
Mayas, and that the extremely ancient Cocle culture
(see Chapter VI) was the nucleus from which the
Mayan civilization was developed, or if not, that the